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“Ricketson Medical Building” to be name of new Oaklawn facility.

       Oaklawn Hospital's Board Chair, Dr. Thomas Neidlinger, announced this week that the former Kempf Funeral Home will be named the “Winston George Ricketson Medical Building.”  The Ricketson Medical Building will be home to a cardiac and pulmonary rehabilitation center, a women's health center, and the office of Oaklawn Pulmonology.  It is being named in honor of a former Marshall resident who left the balance of his estate, nearly 1.7 million dollars, to the hospital.  It is the largest single donation that Oaklawn has ever received.

      Neidlinger stated that the contribution was a total surprise.  “No one at the hospital had any knowledge of Mr. Ricketson when we learned about this.  We do show he was treated briefly as a patient in August of 1939 when he was 17.  His financial advisor indicated that he believed Mr. Ricketson was impressed with the care that someone close to him had received at Oaklawn.  Obviously we’ve been overwhelmed by this remarkable gift.  The new health center will make access to critical services much easier for people in our region.  This act of charity will favorably impact our patients and community for years to come.”    

       President and CEO Rob Covert brought to the board the recommendation to name the building after Mr. Ricketson.  “I find this to be an inspirational and moving story,” Covert said.  “That a man who appears to have come from very modest means and who lived his life in a quiet, unassuming manner, would make such a magnanimous contribution to his hometown.  I think it’s a remarkable act of charity that is deserving of great honor and recognition.”

       Mr. Ricketson last appeared in a Marshall High School yearbook as a sophomore during the 1938-39 school year.  His obituary indicates that he was born in 1921 in Marshall, and died May 10, 2000 at his residence in Hixson, Tennessee.  It goes on to say he served as a sergeant in communications and as an air raid operator in Great Britain and France during World War II.  Following the war he is known to have worked in Battle Creek at Michigan Carton, and approximately 30 years as a machinist at Post Cereal Company.  His parents were Clyde and Winnie (Plankinghorn) Ricketson.  The Tennessee obit states Mr. Ricketson was a water skier and an avid swimmer.  Oaklawn officials believe Edwin and Vera DeFrance of Hixson (cousins to Ricketson) had access to the estate’s interest until they died.  It wasn’t until 2008 that Oaklawn learned of the bequest.  Mr. Ricketson is buried in Rhea Memory Gardens in Dayton, Tennessee.  

       This will be the sixth time that Oaklawn has honored family names for significant contributions to the hospital.  Others include the Wright Medical Building, the Cronin Imaging Center, the Fred Homann, Jr. CT Suite, the Franke Family Lab, and the Lucy R. Franke Mammography Suite.  The new health center is expected to open mid summer.  [Oaklawn would like to learn more about the life of Winston George Ricketson and asks that anyone with information call Public Relations Director Dan Stulberg at (269) 789-3934.]
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