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TLC resources in use with Japanese traumatized youth 
The National Institute for Trauma and Loss in Children providing materials for interventions 

 
ALBION, MI – The National Institute for Trauma and Loss in Children (TLC), a program of the 
Starr Institute for Training, is currently providing intervention assistance to professionals from 
the Tokyo Center for Play Therapy in Japan who work with survivors of Japan’s earthquake and 
tsunami. 
 
Among TLC’s many resources and tools for working with traumatized children, adolescents and 
adults is the best-selling storybook “Brave Bart,” about a young kitten who overcomes a sad and 
scary event with the help of a helpful neighborhood cat. This playfully illustrated story 
normalizes many trauma-related reactions children experience. Kyoko Kobayashi Porteux, a 
TLC Certified Trauma Specialist, translated the book into Japanese. 
 
TLC Director Caelan Kuban has been in touch with Yumiko Ogawa Fariss from Tokyo Center 
for Play Therapy who asked for the Japanese translation of the storybook. This organization 
believes that “Brave Bart” will be extremely helpful to the people of Japan experiencing disaster 
and loss, especially young children. 
 
“They are very thankful to have access to ‘Brave Bart,’ and it is my professional belief that 
several thousand children will benefit from the therapeutic messages in the book,” said Kuban. 
“The devastation in Japan is beyond our comprehension. We are deeply saddened by the 
tremendous amount of loss but more than willing to provide any assistance we can toward the 
healing process.” 
 
The National Institute for Trauma and Loss in Children (TLC) mission is to bring out the best in 
every traumatized child by creating environments where children flourish. There currently are 
more than 6,000 TLC Certified Trauma and Loss specialists operating in schools and clinics 
across the country and internationally to children, adolescents, families, schools, and 
communities. 
 
Starr Commonwealth is internationally recognized as a leader in transformational programs for 
children, families, schools and communities. Founded in 1913, Starr’s treatment philosophy is 
rooted in seeing something good in every child, which serves as the guiding principle in its 
strength-based approach. Starr offers a full spectrum of community-based early intervention and 
prevention services along with specialized residential programs. Through the Starr Institute of 
Training, parents, clinicians, educators and childcare professionals now have access to Starr’s 
highly successful and innovative techniques aimed at bringing out the best in every child. 
 
For more information about TLC, visit www.starrtraining.org/tlc or call 877-306-5256. 


