
Coal Tar Pitch 

 

Coal Tar built-up roofing provides one of the most durable roofing systems known due to 

its inherent waterproofing and weathering characteristics.   Similar to asphalt BUR, coal 

tar BUR consists of multiple layers of alternating coal tar and saturated felts and topped 

with a flood coat and gravel surface.  Coal Tar is limited to level and low slope roofs.  

Coal tar has a relatively low softening point so it must always include a gravel surface. 

 

Coal Tar roofing is self-healing.  Due to the low softening point, on warm days it will 

actually flow and heal itself of minor cracks and punctures. 

 

Coal tar roofing systems are a time-proven roofing system. 

 


