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Creation: 

The Beginning of Life as We Know It

I
N THE BEGINNING God created the heavens and the earth. Now the 

earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, 

and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 

And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. God saw that the 

light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. God called the 

light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and 

there was morning —  the first day.

And God said, “Let there be a vault between the waters to separate water 

from water.” So God made the vault and separated the water under the vault 

from the water above it. And it was so. God called the vault “sky.” And there 

was evening, and there was morning —  the second day.

And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and 

let dry ground appear.” And it was so. God called the dry ground “land,” and 

the gathered waters he called “seas.” And God saw that it was good.

Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants 

and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their vari-

ous kinds.” And it was so. The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed 

according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to 

their kinds. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening, and there 

was morning —  the third day.

Chapter  1
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And God said, “Let there be lights in the vault of the sky to separate the 

day from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and 

years, and let them be lights in the vault of the sky to give light on the earth.” 

And it was so. God made two great lights —  the greater light to govern the 

day and the lesser light to govern the night. He also made the stars. God set 

them in the vault of the sky to give light on the earth, to govern the day and 

the night, and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that it was good. 

And there was evening, and there was morning —  the fourth day.

And God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds 

f ly above the earth across the vault of the sky.” So God created the great 

creatures of the sea and every living and moving thing with which the water 

teems, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. 

And God saw that it was good. God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and 

increase in number and fill the water in the seas, and let the birds increase on 

the earth.” And there was evening, and there was morning —  the fifth day.

And God said, “Let the land produce living creatures according to their 

kinds: livestock, creatures that move along the ground, and wild animals, each 

according to its kind.” And it was so. God made the wild animals according 

to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures 

that move along the ground according to their kinds. And God saw that it 

was good.

Then God said, “Let us make human beings in our image, in our likeness, 

so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the 

livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along 

the ground.”

So God created human beings in his own image,

 in the image of God he created them;

 male and female he created them.

God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; 

fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the 

sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.”

Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the 

whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours 

for food. And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds in the sky and all 

the creatures that move on the ground —  everything that has the breath of 

life in it —  I give every green plant for food.” And it was so.
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God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was eve-

ning, and there was morning —  the sixth day.

Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array.

By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on 

the seventh day he rested from all his work. Then God blessed the seventh 

day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of creating 

that he had done.

This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created, 

when the Lord God made the earth and the heavens.

Now no shrub had yet appeared on the earth and no plant had yet sprung 

up, for the Lord God had not sent rain on the earth and there was no one to 

work the ground, but streams came up from the earth and watered the whole 

surface of the ground. Then the Lord God formed a man from the dust of 

the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man 

became a living being.

Now the Lord God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there 

he put the man he had formed. The Lord God made all kinds of trees grow 

out of the ground —  trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In 

the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge 

of good and evil.

The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work 

it and take care of it. And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are free 

to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will certainly die.”

The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make 

a helper suitable for him.”

Now the Lord God had formed out of the ground all the wild animals 

and all the birds in the sky. He brought them to the man to see what he would 

name them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that was its 

name. So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds in the sky and all 

the wild animals.

But for Adam no suitable helper was found. So the Lord God caused 

the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of 

the man’s ribs and then closed up the place with flesh. Then the Lord God 

made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her 

to the man.
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The man said,

“This is now bone of my bones

 and f lesh of my f lesh;

she shall be called ‘woman,’

 for she was taken out of man.”

For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his 

wife, and they will become one f lesh.

The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.

God had created a beautiful world and filled it with glorious, diverse creatures. Of 

all his creation, he singled out two humans to build a relationship with —  Adam 

and Eve. These two  people were blessed to share their paradise with each other and 

God, so why would they want anything else?

Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord 

God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat 

from any tree in the garden’? ”

The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the 

garden, but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the 

middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’ ”

“You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. “For God 

knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like 

God, knowing good and evil.”

When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and 

pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some 

and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate 

it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were 

naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.

Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was 

walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God 

among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, “Where 

are you?”

He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was 

naked; so I hid.”

And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from 

the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?”

øø

0310936985_thestory.indd   40310936985_thestory.indd   4 10/15/07   2:57:30 PM10/15/07   2:57:30 PM



Creation: The Beginning of Life as We Know It

� 5 �

The man said, “The woman you put here with me —  she gave me some 

fruit from the tree, and I ate it.”

Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?”

The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”

So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this,

“Cursed are you above all livestock

 and all wild animals!

You will crawl on your belly

 and you will eat dust

 all the days of your life.

And I will put enmity

 between you and the woman,

 and between your offspring and hers;

he will crush your head,

 and you will strike his heel.”

To the woman he said,

“I will make your pains in childbearing very severe;

 with pain you will give birth to children.

Your desire will be for your husband,

 and he will rule over you.”

To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree 

about which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat of it,’

“Cursed is the ground because of you;

 through painful toil you will eat of it

 all the days of your life.

It will produce thorns and thistles for you,

 and you will eat the plants of the field.

By the sweat of your brow

 you will eat your food

until you return to the ground,

 since from it you were taken;

for dust you are

 and to dust you will return.”

Adam named his wife Eve, because she would become the mother of all 

the living.

The Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed 

them. And the Lord God said, “The man has now become like one of us, 
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knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and 

take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever.” So the Lord God ban-

ished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had 

been taken. After he drove them out, he placed on the east side of the Garden 

of Eden cherubim and a f laming sword flashing back and forth to guard the 

way to the tree of life.

Adam made love to his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth 

to Cain. She said, “With the help of the Lord I have brought forth a man.” 

Later she gave birth to his brother Abel.

Now Abel kept f locks, and Cain worked the soil. In the course of time 

Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as an offering1 to the Lord. And 

Abel also brought an offering —  fat portions from some of the firstborn of 

his f lock. The Lord looked with favor on Abel and his offering, but on Cain 

and his offering he did not look with favor. So Cain was very angry, and his 

face was downcast.

Then the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your face 

downcast? If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not 

do what is right, sin2 is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you 

must rule over it.”

Now Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the field.” While they 

were in the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him.

The tragic accounts of the mistakes and poor choices of Adam and Eve, and their 

firstborn son Cain, are echoed in the later stories of hardship and tragedy for 

their children and their children’s children. As  people began to populate the globe, 

leaving the area of Eden and traveling as far as feet and beast could carry them, 

humanity’s legacy of hate, anger, murder and deception play out as  people con-

tinue to neglect their relationship with God. Eventually, nearly everyone just plain 

forgets their Creator and the whole point of being alive. For most  people, life 

becomes one big party with no thought of consequences . . . except for one man.

øø

1Offering: Something given to God in an act of thankfulness, worship or payment for disobedience. 
In the Old Testament, there were five kinds of offerings: burnt, grain, fellowship, sin and guilt. The 
death of Jesus in the New Testament is the ultimate offering that paid the full price of sin. This word 
is synonymous with sacrifice.
2Sin: Evil, moral shortcoming, wrongdoing or disobedience. This term refers to any action, thought or 
attitude that does not meet the standards set by God.
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